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Wisconsin Rapids 

Moravian Church 
310 First Avenue South   715-423-0180    

www.wrmoravian.org 

“Sharing Christ, Serving People” 

 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 

1st Sunday of Advent 
 

PRELUDE:             “O Come, O Come, Immanuel”         
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP – Lighting the Advent Candle 

First Sunday of Advent (November 30, 2025) 

HOPE Through Caring for the Captive 
 

Today, we begin our celebration of Advent. For these next four 

Sundays, we will eagerly anticipate the gift that is ours in Jesus 

Christ. To guide us through this Advent season, we will use the 

candles arranged in this wreath to help us remember that Jesus is the 

light of the world. The wreath itself forms a circle because life in 

Christ has no end. 
 

On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 

   We rejoice that in Jesus Christ, God is with us, Immanuel.  
 

(The first candle is lit) 
 

Hope is our assurance that God is with us even in the darkest of times, 

times facing uncertainty–the unknown. 

   Hope is our confidence that God’s presence is felt around the 

world through the work of the Church. Gracious God, help each 

of us to bring hope into the lives of others. 
 

Hope is our belief that the promises of God are fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. 

   God is our hope today and forever! Thanks be to God for His 

indescribable gift! 
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In the tumult of the West Bank of Palestine/Israel, Star Mountain 

Rehabilitation Center, a Moravian Unity Undertaking, continues its 

work with all God’s children regardless of race, religion or creed. 

Caught in the midst of roadblocks and setbacks, children with 

intellectual disabilities are continuing to learn together and find hope. 

   We thank God for the hope that rises up in us.   
 

In Miami Gardens, Florida the Margate Moravian Church gears up to 

provide spiritual support to inmates and correctional officers in 

Broward County Florida. 

   We thank God for the hope that rises up in us. 
 

The Westside Moravian Church in Green Bay, Wisconsin advocates 

for prison reform and participates in prayer vigils for those who are 

incarcerated.  

   We thank God for the hope that rises up in us. 
 

In this time, our congregation celebrates the light of Hope in our 

community and through our shared ministry:  
 

(speak aloud the areas of ministry that offering comfort and hope for 

those caught in hard places) 
 

And all God’s children say: 

  We thank God for the hope that rises up in us.  
 

ST. THEODULPH (151G) 

The hope of our salvation is ours to fill our hearts. 

Christ came to dwell among us and share our common plight. 

The whole world’s grief and suff’ring and earth’s unspoken pain, 

your perfect hope embraces till only hope remains. 
 

(Adapted from #268 vs. 2 in the Moravian Book of Worship,  

Text by Paul Gerhardt, Tr. Jean Dogga Pearson © 1992.  

Used by permission of the Interprovincial Board of Communication.) 
 

We pray today for all God’s children, 

   That each one might know the hope, peace, joy, and love that 

comes from God through the Advent of the Christ Child. Amen. 
 

WELCOME & NEWS OF THE CHURCH ALIVE  
             (Please sign Welcome Pad) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE with PASTORAL PRAYER 
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SCRIPTURE:     Isaiah 2:1-5 

     The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 
 

2 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
3     

Many peoples shall come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

    to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 

    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 

He shall judge between the nations 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 

    neither shall they learn war any more. 
5 

O house of Jacob, 

    come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

* LITURGY for Advent and Palm Sunday – pages 49  

Including the Hosanna, page 239 
 

SCRIPTURES:       Romans 13:11-14 

     
11 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 

moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 

than when we became believers; 
12 

the night is far gone; the day is 

near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the 

armor of light; 
13 

let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 
14 

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 

      
36 

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 

of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37 

For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 

For as in the days 
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before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
39

 and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 

Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken, and one will be left. 
41 

Two women will be grinding 

meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
42

 Keep awake, 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part 

of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 

would not have let his house be broken into. 
44

 Therefore you also 

must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE with Joyful Noise Offering 
 

MEDITATION 
 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY:    “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”        
*RESPONSE 

Praise God, who blesses from above; 

Praise Jesus Christ, God’s living love; 

Praise God, whose Spirit in us lives; 

We praise you God through what we give. Amen. 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

*SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION:  

 “In Celebration of Christ’s Coming” – pg. 183 

(Prayer of Thanksgiving concluding with: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen) 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE:                  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  
 

* Those who are able, please stand 
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IN OUR WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

Ministers ............................................ ...…All who serve Jesus Christ 

Pastor………………...……………........Rev. Beth Rohn-Habhegger 

Liturgist & Scripture Reader………...……................….Ethan Cates 

Keyboardist ………………………..…………………….Julie Rucks 

POP Musicians………………. ………………………….The Guitars 
 

WATCHWORD FOR THE WEEK 

Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!                          Isaiah 2:5 
 

IN THE LIFE OF OUR CONGREGATION THIS WEEK 

TODAY at   9:00 am………………..….….…..….….Sunday School 

                    10:15 am………………..………….…..……….Worship 

MONDAY at 6:30 pm…………………...…………..Board of Elders 

WEDNESDAY at 6:00 pm……………………....Confirmation Class 

TUESDAY at 4:30 pm..........…....TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 

THURSDAY……………………..……………..Unity Prayer Watch 

                      at 9:30 am……..…...…….….………....…...….Alanon 

SATURDAY at 4:00 pm…………………Saturday Evening Worship 

SUNDAY at 9:00 am…………………….…….….….Sunday School 

                     10:15 am…………………..………...…………Worship 

                 11:30 am…Light Lunch followed by Christmas Workshop 

 

                              PRAYER CONCERNS 

Patty (Schoechert) Beyer, Jan Baker’s daughter (Natalie), Ashley & 

Kolby Kelnhofer, Marie Kaszuba, Alice Lavin, Marilyn Dakins, 

Marrianna Nelson, Randy Paul, Linda (Behrend) Nelson, Dave 

Plummer, Jeddson Voight, Neal 

Nursing/Assisted Living Residents: Rita Andersen, Lucy Severt 

   Diane Klawikowski, Deb Maier, Barb Scholl  

Hospice Care: Marilyn Hutter, Laniece Haferman 

At home: Lloyd Young, Paul & Marie Knipple 

Servicemen: Paul & David Eklund, Mason Fellowes,  

                   Elias Thelemann, Garrett Eggebrecht 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Our Joyful Noise offering this month is the FOCUS Center. 

 You are invited to the Community Thanksgiving worship this 

evening at 6:00 p.m. followed by a Pie Social in the Social Room  
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 Just a reminder that a signup sheet for Coffee Hour hosts is 

located in the Social Room. Call the church office (715) 423-0180 

or Kathy Plante (715) 459-1110 if you have any questions. 

 POP (Prelude, Offertory and Postlude) musicians are needed. 

To schedule date or check availability, you can call Diane Renner 

(715-325-5300) or just talk to her at church. 

 The Board of Elders have designated the first Sunday of every 

month as food donations for the Local Food Pantry. Please put 

your non-perishable donations in the cart inside a bag to make it 

easier to be delivered on December 7
th

. 

 The Mitten Tree is up and will be up until January 4
th

. The 

mittens, hats and gloves will go to the Salvation Army in Stevens 

Point. 

Christmas Families 
We once again have two families to 

provide food and gifts for during 

Christmas that have been screened for us 

through Head Start. Our first family is a 

family of 4, and our seconded family is a 

mother with two young boys. These 

families are anonymous to us. In order to 

protect both the families and the church, 

all requests and the delivering of the gifts 

and groceries go through the Head Start Administrator.  

 

A listing of the families wants or needs will be placed in the back 

of the Social Room. If you purchase food or gifts, please write on 

the bags or box which family or individual its for. No donation is 

too small. During these more difficult financial times, never feel 

badly about not being able to help. The program is for bringing 

joy and to celebrate the holidays, not to make anyone feel badly.  

 

If anyone has a box or two about the size of a microwave to done 

that would be wonderful. We usually end up using trash bags, so a 

few boxes would be nice to stack groceries or gifts in. Wrapping 

will be done at the church between December 14-18. A notice will 

be in the church bulletin at a later date. 

-Terry Barnes 
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NEW WAY OF BEING ADVENT 

The MCNP Racial Justice Team and the MCSP Moravian Team for 

Reconciliation (Racial, Cultural and Ethnic) are pleased to announce 

that they are jointly sponsoring this year’s New Way of Being Advent 

Series, “Come, Let Us Walk in the Way of Faith, Hope, and 

Love.” How do we know “God still goes that road with us?”  How 

do we walk with those seeking safety, refuge, and a new life? The 

series will provide suggestions for ways congregations and 

individuals may walk with our immigrant neighbors. All sessions will 

be offered on Zoom on Wednesdays, December 3, 10, and 17, from 

7:30-8:30 PM ET. Guest presenters for the series are The Rev. 

Angelica Regalado-Cieza, Pastor at Fries Memorial Moravian 

Church in Winston-Salem, NC; The Rev. Mikayla Sauerbrey, pastor 

of Calvary Moravian Church in Allentown, PA and Marcus Dip Silas 

of Mending Together; and The Rev. Ben Lippert, pastor of the 

Schoenbrunn Moravian Congregation in New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

Zoom Meeting ID 878 3916 5887, Passcode 53405 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pwd=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafq

LitKwtJHYHhE5j.1 

Visit https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/12/new-way-of-

being-advent-series-2025/ for additional details. Questions? Contact 

Rev. Sue Koenig at suekoenig@mcnp.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pwd=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafqLitKwtJHYHhE5j.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87839165887?pwd=s8XLLjLBmpVTrafqLitKwtJHYHhE5j.1
https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/12/new-way-of-being-advent-series-2025/
https://www.moravian.org/northern/2025/11/12/new-way-of-being-advent-series-2025/
mailto:suekoenig@mcnp.org
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“Let Us Rise” 
 

Despite Jesus’ words to the contrary in the Gospel for the First Sunday of 

Advent, many claim to know the hour and the day. And, in Christ’s words 

about being found working when the day comes, many Christians seem 

preoccupied with not getting “left behind.” What if we worried less about 

that and worked more diligently and with greater care for the work at hand? 

What if this motivated us to love the work and to love those we work 

alongside? This song, based on Matthew 24:36–44, is a song of trust and 

confident assurance. 
 

The day or the hour are known to none. Not the angels. Not the Son. 

We will wait, and all will see. As it was, so shall it be. 

Days of feasting and holy nights. Silent prayer and shrouded light. 

Time of Noah. Days of our lives. From the waters, let us rise. 

Through the waters, let us rise. 
 

A sweeping away, starting again. Losing ourselves, found a Friend. 

Hand of God, O hold us near. Teach us Love. Free us from fear. 

Chorus 
 

For work in the field, who is at hand? At the milling, will you stand? 

Will you serve, and faithful be? Watching, waiting prayerfully. 

Chorus 
 

A house on the Rock is made secure. Of God’s mercy, may be sure. 

It shall stand, and ready be. Precious Lord, we fly to thee. 

    Chorus 
 

The Broke Kings (David Melby-Gibbons & Brian Dixon) 

Tricklebee Café, Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 

 Emmaus Moravian Church, Emmaus, Pennsylvania 

 

 

The Moravian Church 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

 

 


